
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

WFP Sri Lanka 
Country Brief    
 
 

 

 

March 2016 

 

WFP Assistance 

 

Highlights 

 As assistance to resettling Internally Displaced 

Persons (IDPs), WFP provided cash for work to 

7,400 persons (2,100 families), as of March. 

Recipients are mainly female headed households.  

 

 Due to limited funding, there is an expected 

shortfall in the supply of Super Cereal Plus to Uva 

province, limiting programme implementation.  

 

 The new government has confirmed the in-kind 

donation of 50,000 mt (12,000 mt for WFP Sri 

Lanka and 38,000 mt for WFP elsewhere).  

Credit: WFP/ NguyenDuc Hoang 
Caption: Home gardening in the new resettling area – 
Mannar  

Main 
Photo 

 

Country Programme 

200866 

(2016-2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

19.7 m 
5.4 m  
(28%) 

  3.2  m 
(59%) 

* April– September 2016 

Country Programme: As a result of protracted civil 

war, the 2004 tsunami and a series of other recurrent 

natural shocks, WFP has implemented a series of 

emergency interventions and protracted relief and 

recovery operations to effectively respond to the more 

urgent and critical post-shock, recovery needs of the 

population. The objective of the new Country 

Programme is to transition towards providing more 

holistic support to the Government’s efforts to address 

hunger and malnutrition and build resilience to climate 
related shocks. 

   The goals of this two-year Country Programme are: 

- Reduce undernutrition among children under 5 

and pregnant and nursing women  

- Increase food intake and school attendance 

among primary schoolchildren in food insecure 

areas  

- Enhance vulnerable households’ resilience to 

shocks and facilitate adaptation to climate change 

- Increase the government’s capacities to address 
food and nutrition insecurity 

Food is used for school meals and nutrition 

interventions while cash transfers is employed in 

resilience building activities. Local purchase of 

commodities will be given priority as long as local 

prices are competitive and quality is in line with WFP 
standards. 

WFP Sri Lanka works in close collaboration with the 

Government, mainly the Ministry of National Policies 

and Economic Affairs, Ministry of Health, Nutrition and 

Indigenous Medicine, State Ministry of Agriculture, 
Ministry of Mahaweli Development and Environment 

and Ministry of Education. Other partners include the 

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), UNICEF, 
NGOs and private sector.  

WFP focuses on treatment of moderate acute 

malnutrition (MAM) through targeted 

supplementary feeding (Super Cereal Plus) among 

children 6-59 months of age and pregnant and 

nursing women.  

 

Scaling-Up Nutrition through a Multi Sector 

Approach: WFP supports the Government to 

implement its Multi-Sectoral Action Plan on 

Nutrition, through promoting food fortification and 

policy formulation, and continues to provide 

technical support in enhancing the impact of 

Thriposha, a locally produced fortified blended food.  

 

Scaling-Up Nutrition (SUN) – People Forum: 

WFP supports the Government’s advocacy efforts to 

promote nutrition for the first 1000 days of a child.  

The School Meals Programme provides a sturdy 

safety net for 160,000 children by providing mid-

morning nutritious meals in the Northern Province, 

contributing to increased attendance rates and 

improved learning performance. WFP supports the 

Government in implementing home grown school 

feeding and in formulating the school feeding policy.  

 

WFP supports resilience building programmes against 

climate shocks through the following adaptation 

measures:  

 

The Climate Change Adaptation Programme 

assists 14,000 farming families surrounding the 

Mahaweli River Basin.  

 

The Climate Adaptation Management and 

Innovation Initiative (C-ADAPT) aims to improve 

food security among vulnerable subsistence farmers, 
women groups and lagoon fishermen through 

improved and diversified livelihood in the least 

resilient communities.  
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Operational Updates 

 By March 2016, WFP reached 7,400 persons or 

2,100 re-settling families through cash-based 

transfers. WFP also completed a successful progress 
review mission by the donor, USAID.    

 The inception report for the landscape analysis on 
rice fortification was finalised. 

 The Government re-confirmed its commitment to 

the matching fund requirement for the joint 
WFP/FAO project funded by the SDG-Fund. 

 Training on alternative livelihood activities was 

provided for 175 vulnerable women in Mannar, 

Northern Province. Access to micro-financial facilities 

is also granted to these women, while they take part 

in the restoration of degraded mangrove plantation. 

Due to the conflict, the primary livelihood of fishing 

which depends on the mangroves for fish breeding, 

has been damaged.  

Challenges 

WFP Sri Lanka supports the Ministry of Health to treat 

moderate acute malnutrition in children aged 6-59 

months using Super Cereal Plus in the Northern 

Province, and plans to expand the project to the Uva 

province. However, due to limited funding and delayed 

pipeline, there is an expected shortfall in the supply of 

Super Cereal Plus to Uva province until at least 

September, hampering programme implementation and 

continuity. Additional funding is required to ensure 

adequate nutrition programming.  

Testimonial: access to water 

Water for domestic use, gardening and agriculture is 

limited in Sivapuram (Northern Province). Women walk 

nearly 2 km to get water. Under the Food Assistance for 

Asset Creation (FFA) programme, the community 

collectively rehabilitated the Sivapuram tank, bringing 
an end to the prolonged water problem.    

Mrs. Poomalai (cover photo), is the Community Team 

Lead for the FFA programme. She was displaced several 

times and is finally returning to her own village, where 

she is supported by the USAID and WFP resettlement 

package.  

With the completion of the water tank, Mrs. Poomalai 

need not spend hours walking to get water; instead she 

is cultivating tomato and maize. “I am going to invest in 

hose pipes to water the plants and also expand the 

garden. I am also going to sell excess vegetables as 

now I can access markets. Thanks to the support, I now 

have a form of livelihood to begin my life again in 

Sivapuram”. 
 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Sri Lanka graduated to lower middle-income country 

status in 2010 due to the adoption of effective 

development policies. Notwithstanding, the country 

continues to struggle with the effects of a 30-year civil 

conflict that resulted in significant economic and social 

damage. Improvements in human development, and 

the nutritional status of children, women and 

adolescents have remained stagnant.  

 

Nearly 4.8 million (22 percent of the total population) 

people are undernourished; underweight and anaemia 

affect nearly a quarter of children and women; and 

2.4 million (9 percent) are food insecure according to 

the Global Food Security Update of WFP and FAO in 

2015. The increased frequency of natural disasters 

such as drought and flash floods further compounds 

food and nutrition insecurity. 

 

As per WFP’s most recent Cost of Diet Analysis, 

around 6.8 million people (33 percent) of the total 

population cannot afford the minimum cost of a 

nutritious diet. 

 
The Country Programme is aligned with WFP strategic 

objectives 3 and 4.  

WFP has been present in Sri Lanka since 1968.  

 

 

 

Contact info: Sadhana Mohan, sadhana.mohan@wfp.org 

Country Director: NguyenDuc Hoang  

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/sri-lanka  

 

Malnutrition (stunting): 13.1% 

Acute Malnutrition (wasting): 19.6% 

2015 Human Development Index: 

73 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 
income 

Population: 20.48 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/sri-lanka

